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WHAT	IS	COLUMN	

•  The	 meaning	 of	 column	 is	 a	 supporHng	 arch,	
verHcal	division	of	a	page	for	figures	etc.	

•  A	 Column	 is	 a	 regular	 piece	 or	 an	 arHcle	 in	 a	
newspaper,	 magazine	 or	 other	 publicaHon,	
where	 a	 writer	 expresses	 their	 own	 opinion	 in	
few	columns	alloQed	to	them	by	the	newspaper	
organizaHon.	

•  Column	are	wriQen	by	columnists.	
•  SomeHmes	it	is	published	daily	or	it	appears	
weekly.	



WHAT	IS	COLUMN	WRITING	

•  A	 piece	 of	 wriHng	 in	 a	 newspaper	 or	 magazine,	
usually	 on	 a	 parHcular	 subject,	 that	 is	 always	
wriQen	by	the	same	person	and	appears	regularly.	

•  Column	 has	 beed	 described	 as	 an	 ediHorial	with	 a	
by-line	by	the	journalists.	

•  Column	is	the	creaHve	expression	covering	all	fields	
of	 journalism.	 It	 also	 contains	 personal	 opinion	 of	
the	writer,	which	is	not	welcomed	in	other	form	of	
news	story	wriHng.	



WHAT	IS	COLUMN	WRITING	

•  A	 regular	 feature	 or	 series	 of	 arHcles	 in	 a	
newspaper,	 magazine	 or	 the	 like,	 usually	 having	 a	
readily	 idenHfiable	 heading	 and	 the	 byline	 of	 the	
writer	or	 editor,	 that	 reports	or	 comments	upon	a	
parHcular	 field	 of	 interest	 as	 poliHcs,	 which	 may	
contain	 leQers	 from	 readers,	 answers	 to	 readers	
etc.	

•  The	 style	 as	 well	 approach	 of	 column	 wriHng	 is	
neither	serious	nor	compulsive.	



WHAT	IS	COLUMN	WRITING	

•  A	 column	 can	 be	wriQen	 on	 any	 aspect	 of	 human	
interest,	 it	 can	 be	 humorous,	 entertaining,	 sport,	
talking	 about	 people’s	 life,	 poliHcs,	 good	
governance	and	may	also	deal	with	socio-economic	
issues	such	as	finance,	industry	etc.	

•  QualiHes	 of	 a	 Column,	 editorial	 and	 someHmes	 a	
feature	 are	 intermingled	 (mix),	 however,	 column	
offer	 an	opportunity	 for	 variety	 in	 content	 that	no	
feature	or	editorial	can	approach.	

	



DEFINITION		
	•  According	 to	 Community	 Journalism,	 Column	 is	
defined	 as	 :	 “Column	 cannot	 be	 exemplified	 by	 a	
single	 wriHng.	 Different	 columns	 are	 wriQen	 in	
different	styles.	Moreover,	they	are	also	different	in	
so	 far	 as	 their	 topics	 and	 subject-maQers	 are	
concerned.	

•  Z.A.	 Sulehri,	 “Column	 is	 a	 piece	 of	 wriHng	 of	 any	
well-informed	person	who	has	something	to	say	can	
write.”	

•  Diet	 E.	 Sergeant	 :	 “	 Columns	 are	 those	 pieces	 of	
wriHng	 which	 appear	 on	 the	 editorial	 page	 and	
which	carry	reviews	and	illustraHons.”	



PURPOSE	OF	THE	COLUMN	
	•  The	 main	 purpose	 of	 the	 column	 is	 to	 inform,	
interpret	and	entertain	the	readers.	

•  Actually	columns	serve	 the	purpose	of	dividing	 the	
page	verHcally	or	reducing	 its	 length	of	 lines	 in	the	
newspapers,	 which	 makes	 the	 reading	 of	 the	
newspapers	 easy	 and	 enjoyable	 and	 especially	 to	
make	 correct	 connecHon	 between	 the	 different	
lines	of	the	newspapers		

•  Column	 are	 the	 most	 personal	 of	 all	 newspaper	
wriHng.	They	have	a	very	personal	appeal,	influence	
and	 very	 useful	 contribuHon	 to	make	 in	 spreading	
news	and	opinions.	

	



PURPOSE	OF	THE	COLUMN	
	•  To	 explain	 the	 news.	 The	 columnist	 has	 to	 explain	
their	 significance	 and	 consequence	 by	 giving	 the	
background	of	an	event.	

•  Determining	 whether	 a	 certain	 event	 is	 an	 isolate	
case	or	part	of	the	paQern.	

•  PoinHng	out	how	the	event	will	affect	or	not	affect	
is	readers.	

•  Pooling	 together	 and	 assessing	 comments	 of	
readers	from	the	different	segments	of	society.	



CHARACTERISTICS	OF	COLUMNS	
	•  Columns	offer	an	opportunity	for	variety	in	content	
that	 no	 feature	 or	 editorial	 can	 approach.	 The	
Column	 always	 carries	 the	 writer’s	 by-line	 and	 in	
some	cases,	the	writer’s	photograph.		

•  Column	 appear	 at	 regular	 intervals	 and	 usually	 in	
the	 same	 locaHon	 in	 the	 publicaHon,	 so	 loyal	
readers	will	know	where	to	find	them.		

•  Columns	may	be	subject-oriented,	such	as	those	on	
hobbies	or	cra`s.	The	Column	can	be	a	reflecHon	of	
the	writer’s	personality,	offering	humour,	opinion,	
anecdotes.	



SOME	TYPES	OF	NEWSPAPER	COLUMNS	ARE:	
		
	
•  Advice	columns	
•  Book	review	
•  Film	review	
•  Editorial	opinions	
•  Fashion	columns	
•  Features	columns	
•  Food	columns	
•  Gossip	columns	
•  Humorous	columns	
•  Music	columns	
•  Sports	columns	
•  ReporHng	in	depth	columns	
•  Opinion	columns	
•  PoliHcal	columns	
•  Specialized	columns	



EXAMPLES	OF	COLUMN	WRITING	
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Shubhra Gupta
Shubhra Gupta is 5lm critic and senior

columnist with the Indian Express. She

watches world cinema for delectation,

Hollywood for fun, and Bollywood for

work. She has a huge capacity to sit

through terrible Bollywood movies, but

no patience at all with bad Hollywood.

And world cinema has to be really

cutting edge to grab her attention, and keep it. When she began reviewing,

over 20 years ago, people would commiserate and say, “oh, you poor thing,

you have to watch Hindi cinema”. But soon, Bollywood became cool, cool,

cool. So now she hears this more often “oh my god, you watch Bollyood

5lms, can you introduce me to Shah Rukh Khan”? No, she can’t, sorry,

though she can vouch for the fact that he is really sharp and good fun in

conversation. But what she can do, and has done week after week, month

after month, year after year, without a break, is to lead you into the magical

world of movies, and share her experiences of watching all those hundreds

of 5lms over the years. In her reviews and columns, she lets you into what

she likes, and doesn’t, and invites you to be bewitched. And to know how

to choose between the good ones and the turkeys, and how you can take

away something from even the really ghastly ones. Because life is a movie,

isn’t it? Bahut picture baaki hain, mere dost.

Watching movies at home, missing the magic

SAT, APR 11, 2020

For those of us who measure out our lives in movies, this lockdown feels
like we’ve been cut off from our moorings.

Bamfaad movie review: Aditya Rawal delivers a restrained,

convincing performance
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